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The Chief Justice: 

 

 

Before commencing the regular business of Court this morning, I want to take the opportunity to 

record the passing of Robert Malcolm Sinclair Q.C., a retired senior member of the Bar who 

passed away on December 13, 2019 at the age of 75. 

 

Robert Sinclair Q.C. graduated in 1966 from Queen's University with a Bachelor of Arts degree 

and in 1969 from Carleton University with a Bachelor of Journalism degree. In 1978, Mr. Sinclair 

graduated with a Bachelor of Laws degree from Queen's University and was admitted to the 

Newfoundland Bar in 1979 where he was entered on the Roll as # 469.  As a result of illness, he 

retired from the practice of law and was granted a life membership in the Law Society of 

Newfoundland and Labrador in October, 2010. Robert Sinclair was a partner in the law firm of 

Cox Palmer for 32 years. 

 

Leaving to mourn are his loving wife of 44 years, Catherine (nee Cahill), his two sons Andrew 

(Erin O’Brien) and Ian (Lauren Carroll), and four adoring grandchildren, Ava, Jane, Aiden and 

Audrey, as well as other members of his extended family. 

 

Sinclair Q.C. was a Master of the Supreme Court from 1996 to 2010 and was very active during 

his tenure. He authored a number of decisions relating to the taxation of accounts that have been 

of benefit to other masters and the courts as precedents in the performance of their work.  On the 

occasion of the appointment of new masters to replace Mr. Sinclair when he retired in 2010, former 

Chief Justice Green said:  

 

“The fact that we are today appointing five new masters to replace the one who has retired is 

probably the best testament to the contribution that Mr. Sinclair has made.”  

 

His colleagues in the legal community had great respect for him both as an individual of integrity 

and as a professional. “When Bob gave you his word as a lawyer, it was a guarantee.” A former 

partner in his law firm described him as strong, steady, dependable, congenial, resourceful in the 

law and a first rate partner. Bob was incredibly well liked and respected in the profession and in 

the courts and had a dry sense of humour.” 

 

His family described him as “a joyful, humble man with a huge heart” and many agree that was 

the Robert Sinclair who they knew and that the description perfectly captured his essence. 
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He will be remembered as a kind, congenial man, an exceptional lawyer and a gentleman of the 

highest order.  On behalf of my colleagues at the Court of Appeal, I wish to extend our sincere 

condolences to the family on their loss of Robert Malcolm Sinclair Q.C.  The Bench and the Bar 

will miss him.  

 

I direct that a transcript of these remarks be prepared and sent to his family. 

 


